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Branching Out on Your Family Tree
by George D. Durrant April 2007

“Feel like you are at a dead end searching your family 
tree? Then give descendancy research a try.”

“I remember, as a grandfather, having a picture taken of our family. 
Like other grandparents, I did not want a single descendant left out. 
What a task it was to arrange everyone’s schedule so we could all be 
in the same place at the same time. But it was worth it.

I think that is how most families feel. Grandparents love their 
children and grandchildren. They want to spend eternity with them. 
So why wouldn’t our ancestors feel the same way about their posterity? I think they would.

As Latter-day Saints, we have the priesthood power to provide temple ordinances that can seal 
families together forever. So just as my grandparents didn’t want to leave even one of their children 
or grandchildren out of the family portrait, they wouldn’t want to leave even one of them out of their 
eternal family.

Yet as we reach back through time on our pedigree, we sometimes provide the saving ordinances for 
only one child of each couple on our pedigree chart—the child who is our direct ancestor. We seal 
that child to his or her parents, but we forget about the rest of the children in that family. We leave our 
ancestral families like an incomplete family portrait with many empty spaces.”

President Boyd K. Packer, Acting President of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, wrote on July 14, 
1994: “Members of the Church as individuals and families are responsible to identify their own direct-
line ancestral families and see that temple ordinances are performed for them. They may also do 
family history research and temple work for their deceased relatives who are collaterally related (not 
their direct lines).”

The rest of the article has some simple steps in doing descendancy research, a list of blessings 
and family home evening suggestions. Here is the link to the whole article: https://www.
churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ensign/2007/04/branching-out-on-your-family-tree?lang=eng

George D. Durrant

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ensign/2007/04/branching-out-on-your-family-tree?lang=eng


Allliance Texas Stake Temple and Family History Facebook page
We have been given approval to create the, “Alliance Texas Stake Temple and Family History” 
Facebook page. This is a closed group to members of our stake. 

This will be a page in which members of the stake can post questions they have about their own 
research, share announcements of events dealing with temple and family history, and share ward 
activties from their ward dealing with temple and family history. You are also welcome to share your 
success stories in finding relatives. 

If you are going to do baptismal work and still have openings after asking ward members, you can 
then ask if anyone else in the stake can help fill those openings. 

Please share this Facebook page with your ward members. They can search for Alliance Texas Stake 
Temple and Family History or use this link: www.facebook.com/groups/325138459383603/

DNA Matching
GED Match is company that 
allows you to upload your DNA 
from any company in which you 
have done DNA testing. It is free 
to join and upload your DNA. 
There are groups that have been 
started by others in searching for 
specific areas or specific families. 
You can join these groups if 
you think your family was from 
those areas, or if you think your ancestors descend from the family group. Please read through the 
information on how it works. They also provide a video on the home page. Here is the link: https://
www.gedmatch.com/
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