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Family History: “In Wisdom and in Order”
by Elder Dallin H. Oaks

““I will suggest some general principles that should encourage all Latter-day Saints 
to receive their own ordinances and provide the ordinances of eternity for their 
ancestors. The linkage to ordinances is vital. In this Church we are not hobbyists in 
genealogy work. We do family history work in order to provide the ordinances of 
salvation for the living and the dead. “We believe that through the Atonement of 
Christ, all mankind may be saved, by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the 
Gospel.”

The second principle is that we should understand that in the work of redeeming 
the dead there are many tasks to be performed, and that all members should participate by prayerfully 
selecting those ways that fit their personal circumstances at a particular time. This should be done under the 
influence of the Spirit of the Lord and with the guidance of priesthood leaders who issue calls and direct the 
Church-administered portions of this work. Our effort is not to compel everyone to do everything, but to 
encourage everyone to do something.  

Some of the most important temple and family history work is done at home. I do not refer just to the 
important work of keeping family genealogies up-to-date and the much-needed verifying that all sealings 
have been performed. At home we can keep our journals and gather pictures and data for the books of 
remembrances of our family members. We can gather and record information available through living 
relatives. We can write family histories and share their great lessons with our children.  

Guided by these inspired words, leaders should encourage members to determine, according to the 
promptings of the Spirit, what temple and family history work they can do “in wisdom and order” consistent 
with their own “strength and means.” In this way, if we are “diligent unto the end,” the work will prosper. The 
list of ways to further the work is long, and the consequences of a broad-based multitude of individual efforts 
by Church members are far-reaching.””

The paragraphs above come from an article written by Elder Dallin H. Oaks. It is a wonderful article about 
Family History work and we hope you will take the time to read the whole article. 

    Link to Family History: “In Wisdom and in Order”

Elder Dallin H. Oaks
June 1989

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ensign/1989/06/family-history-in-wisdom-and-in-order?lang=eng


April Quarterly Temple and Family History Zoom Meeting

Topic: how to use Ancestry with your Family Search account. 

• How to gain a free ancestry account for members

• How to find sources in Ancestry from Family Search

• How to connect people in Family Search and Ancestry

• How to create a tree in Ancestry from Family Search

• How to compare data and sources from Ancestry to Family Search.

   Roots Tech 2021
It is FREE and all ONLINE. Please share with all ward members. 

https://www.rootstech.org/?lang=eng

  

Friday, 16th April 2021 at 7 pm.

25 - 27 February 2021

https://www.rootstech.org/?lang=eng


  

    Steve and Toni Norman
    Alliance Stake Temple and Family Consultants


