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He Goes Before Us

The First Presidency had set a goal of reducing the duplication of 
ordinances. Their major concern was our being unable to know whether a 
person’s ordinances had already been performed.

With prayer, diligence, and the personal sacrifice of people of great ability, 
the task was accomplished. It came step by step. The first task was to make 
FamilySearch user-friendly for those who were not comfortable with 
computers. More changes came, and I know they will continue to come, 
for whenever we proceed to resolve one inspired problem, we open 
the door for further revelation for advancements at least equally 
important but not yet seen. Even today, FamilySearch is becoming what the Lord needs for part of 
His Restoration—and not just for avoiding duplication of ordinances.

The Lord let us make improvements to help people gain feelings of familiarity and even love for their 
ancestors and complete their temple ordinances. Now, as the Lord surely knew would happen, young 
people are becoming computer mentors to their parents and ward members. All have found great joy 
in this service.

The spirit of Elijah is changing the hearts of young and old, children and parents, grandchildren 
and grandparents. Temples will soon again be happily scheduling baptismal opportunities and other 
sacred ordinances. The desire to serve our ancestors and the bonding of parents and children are 
growing.

The Lord saw it all coming. He planned for it, step by step, as He has done with other changes in His 
Church. He has raised up and prepared faithful people who choose to do hard things well. He has 
always been lovingly patient in helping us learn “line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little 
and there a little.”9 He is firm in the timing and the sequence of His intentions, yet He ensures that 
sacrifice often brings continuing blessings that we did not foresee.

The Lord is in charge of this temple and family history work. He already knows who each of us are and 
how we are attached and who we belong to. Working on family history work and doing temple work is a 
way to help others and help ourselves as we sacrifice to do this work. We hope you will take the time to 
read the whole conference talk.

Elder Henry B. Eyring
April 2020



Working with others

Doing family history work ourselves

We will never know everything, but we do encourage each of you to spend time doing family history 
work and seeking ways to learn. You will become more effective in your callings as you experience the 
joy of doing and learning how to do this work. 

There are many ways to learn:

1. Family Search Help Center
2. Find Family Records
3. Ancestry

There are many other resources.  We would like others to respond back to the email and give us some of 
your favorite places to search for records.

Helping others

This past month, we have worked with others. Some have called us to ask for help, but others we have 
called and set up appointments. It starts with a simple conversation asking how they feel about their 
family history and ask if they would like any help. 

We have used Zoom and Skype to meet with others 
and we have had some great meetings. The basic thing 
that we covered was how to use the fan chart to help 
one figure out what can be done. The response has been 
very positive. Two sisters commented that they didn’t 
realize that adding photos, stories, documents, etc or 
just looking at this information was doing family history. 
Both were very excited about what they can do since 
their family histories are well documented, but they now 
have a reason to be busily engaged in this work. 

On sister said she had a great grandfather that came 
across on the Mayflower and she wanted to know how she could figure out how she was related to him. 
We have a new video showing how we answered her question. It can be found on Find Family Records 
called, “Relationship to Others in Family Search”. It is the last video on the page.
All the videos on the Find Family Records website 
can also be found on the YouTube channel by the 
same name: Find Family Records. You might find the 
YouTube easier to locate a video you are interested in. 

We encourage you to reach out to your ward members 
and ask how you can help them. Offer to meet with them 
through a social media platform. 

https://www.familysearch.org/ask/landing
http://www.findfamilyrecords.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.findfamilyrecords.com/training-family-search-p3/


Photos Feature

We discovered a really fun feature that is free on My 
Heritage Colorize. You can upload a black and white 
photo in a very short time, and it will colorize your 
picture. 

This image on the right was posted on the Alliance, 
Texas stake Facebook page. Feel free to share the 
post.

We enjoy hearing from you. Please feel free to share 
your experiences as we all learn from each other.

Please contact Steve (817) 313-9307 or Toni (817) 
913-5077 if you have questions or suggestions. 
God bless you in your efforts to help this work go 
forward.

Steve and Toni Norman
Alliance Temple and Family History Leaders


