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Temple and Family History 
Leadership Instruction
Ministering to All through Family History Work 
Date: Thursday, 27 February 2020

Time: 8 pm Central; 7 pm MST

Watch: Online

Who Should Participate: 
Stake Presidencies, stake councils, stake high 
councilors with responsibilities for temple and family 
history work, bishoprics, ward councils, Relief  Society 
counselors responsible for missionary efforts, Relief  
Society counselors responsible for family history and temple efforts, elders quorum counselors responsible 
for missionary efforts, elders quorum counselors responsible for temple and family history work, ward 
mission leaders, ward missionaries, youth quorum and class presidencies, ward temple and family history 
leaders, and all temple and family history consultants.

Please inform those in your ward who are in the above list so they are aware of  this broadcast. 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/church/events/2020-temple-and-family-history-leadership-
instruction?lang=eng

Thank you to all who attended the stake meeting on the cold rainy evening of  January 17th. We hope everyone 
who attended learned something and went home a little more prepared to serve in their callings. This newsletter 
will first give some information on the church wide Temple and Family History Leadership instruction meeting. 
Then the newsletter will review some of  the training and the things we discussed in the meeting such as the 
Helper Resource feature, the Questionnaire, the Come, Follow Me Companion and ideas for a Stake Family 
History Event.



Meeting Review

Helper Resource
 
In the meeting, we had a short training on how to invite 
others to share their Family Search accounts with you so 
that you can review their accounts before meeting with 
them. This is very helpful to see where they need help 
before meeting with them. With the Spirit, you can find 
where families can search and learn more about their 
families before meeting with them. We have found this 
makes your time more effective when working with families 
or individuals. 

If  you do not know how to do this, please ask those in 
your ward who did attend to show you how to request this 
information. Basically, you go to the help button at the 
top right on Family Search and click on it. Then click the 
Helper Resource at the bottom on the drop down list.

Questionnaire
We passed around a questionnaire and received some 
wonderful feedback. We will attach the questionnaire to the 
email for those of  you who did not attend. Please feel free to send us back comments.

Here is a brief  review of  the questionnaire responses.
 
1. Some wards have plans and some are working on them. Comment: Once your ward has a plan, do the 
members of  your ward know the plan? Remember the council has been given to make the plans simple.
 
2. The most common challenge mentioned: there seems to be little direction and lots of  confusion in how to 
serve in these callings. Comment: These callings are very different than teaching Primary or Sunday School that 
are more structured. Each of  us can help one other by sharing ideas and experiences. We can rely on the Spirit 
to guide us in this work. As we become familiar with Family Search we can have confidence in explaining it to 
others. 

3. Some of  you are receiving this newsletter and others are not. Please ask others in your ward who are serving 
in Temple and Family History callings if  they are receiving this newsletter. If  you find they are not, please send 
their email addresses to us so we can get them on the email distribution list.
 
4. Some ideas for the quarterly meetings are: How to research, organizational tips, motivational ideas, what 
comes after Family History Fun Nights or first time training, how to learn how to do this work, ideas for youth.
 
5. Monthly Family History meetings - Yes, perhaps, maybe and not: The most common answer was to try them 
quarterly at first.
 
6. Stake Event: the response was very positive in favor of  this idea. Comment: We will discuss this more in 
emails and the next stake Temple and Family History meeting on Friday, April 17th.
 
7. There are many who still want to attend a Family History Fun Night or want help learning how to do them 
yourselves in your own wards. Comment: We do not expect others to do these. We are willing to help you if  you 



want to do them in your wards. Please be prayerful to find what works for you in your wards. Here is a link to a 
video of  how one man helped one of  his ward members. https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/media-library/
video/2018-02-0110-the-power-to-heal?lang=eng

We will be having a Family History Fun Night on Sunday, 1 March 2020 at 6 pm in the Bonds Ranch building 
with the Justin T&FH leaders. If  anyone who has previously attended and would like to observe, please let us 
know.

Come, Follow Me Companion
We went over this program that has ideas for family history that go 
along with the Come, Follow Me program. It is intended that people 
do everything, but helps them incorporate some family history 
activities with learning our scriptures. After all scriptures are simple 
family history from the past that can help guide us in our times. 

This was posted on the Alliance Stake Facebook page. If  you would 
like to share it with your ward Facebook pages or other media, 
please feel free to do so. You can also find the link on the website, 
“findfamilyrecords.com” under the activities tab.

https://www.thefhguide.com/cfm.html

Stake Family History Event Ideas
Here are some ideas for classes that we might consider having. Please send us your ideas to add to the list. We 
can refine this at one of  our stake meetings if  we decide to go ahead with this idea. 

Conclusion
We hope you are making progress in your wards. Please let us know how we can help and ideas of  things to add 
to this newsletter.

Steve and Toni Norman

Memories photos
Memories stories
Memories documents & audio
Printing records
Indexing
Ancestry
Family History Center useage

Google Search engine tools
Google scholar, patents, books
Family Search catalog
Family Search records
Family Search fan chart


